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WASHINGTON — Ur-
ge complaints that the
FBI could not decipher
bugged conversations be-
tween  members  of  a
Brooklyn mosque and Af-
ghan terroris™™ because it
lac.. 1 anslators were in-
clud 4 in the documents
former National Security
Adviser Sandy Berger re-
moved from the National
Archives, The DPost has
learned.

In the latest twist to the
document scandal, investi-
pators said the revelation
about  translators  was
among several criticisms
of America's ability to deal
with the looming al (Qaeda
threat contained in the
“after action” memo on
the millennium terror plot
that is at the center of the
Berger probe.

(Slhﬁcials said an appeal
to hire more translators fa-
miliar with Arabtc, Pashto
and other key “counter-
terronsm”  langm at
the FBI CIA ana uonal
Security  Agency  was
amon 29 proposals to
tigh n  curlty contained
in the report.

The report written by
former  White  House
counter-terrorism chief
Richard Clarke also
wammced of the presence of
al Qacda  ls insid the
United State . It ur . in-
creased ¢ orveillance  on
Arab students comi ~ into
the United $ta*  and
called tor incr i u-
rity at U.S. ports and other
points of entry, investiga-
tors said.

The Clinton administra-
tion is reported to have
only adopted one of its
proposals,

Government officials
said the FBI had been con-
ducting electronic surveil-
lance of a4 mosque in

Brooklyn frequented by
Afgnans in 1999 after de-
vcloping information from
the investigation of the
U.S. embassy bombings in
East Africa.

Sources said the FBI had
“hours™ of taped conve rsa-
tions between people asso-
ciated with the unidenti-
fied inosque and suspected
terronist leaders,

But despite the potential
intelligence wvalue of the
intercepted  communica-
tions, stacks of tapes lan-
guished on the shelves at
the FBI counter-terrorism
center in downtown Man-
hattan because there were
not enough translators.

The problem of the lack
of capable translators per-
sisted right up to the 9/11
attacks and has been fre-
guently cited as a key
weaknoess,

The FBI reported to
Congress in January 2002
— wwo vears alter the
Clarke memo to Berger —
that it had backlogs of
“thousands of unrevicwed
and untranslated materi-
als.”

Berper, who stepped
down as an adviser to
Democratic . presidential
candidate John Kerry's
campaign last week, has
called the removal of the
National Archives docu-
ments an honest mistake,
He sald he was taking
notes to preparce for testi-
mony before the 9/11 cor-
mission.

Congressional  comumit-
tees  are  investigating
whether Berger's real in-
terest may  have been
handwritten notes on the
margins of each copy of
the report. Those¢ notes
could potentially contain
responses trom Berger and
other top Clinton aides to
the meme’s recommenda-
tions.




